ENVOI
Victor Neale earlier than many of his contemporaries foresaw the enormous expansion in paediatric science and practice, the increasing importance of prevention and the need for specialised paediatric participation in the community. Although robustly child-centred he never neglected to consider the welfare of the whole family, and the influence of the environment.
His conviction that clinical academics are the cream of the medical profession and that paediatricians are the best of physicians was endearingly elitist. I am certain that he would not have supported a change that would separate paediatricians from fellow physicians, and might disrupt the ability of the medical profession to look after the continuities of health and disease that take our patients through childhood to old age.
